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PERSECUTION 

Sharia Killing in Niger State: Christian Woman stoned to death for evangelizing

Wednesday June 28, a 20 year old woman was summarily stoned and clubbed to death in Izom, Niger State at the pronouncement of Islamic elders of the town.  Her offence: sharing the gospel to willing uncomplaining audiences along the street.

       The broad day light, gruesome murder executed by a mob of militant youths was witnessed by the chairman of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), Izom chapter, David Atabo, as well as a number of men and officers of the Nigerian Police.  In fact the young lady was forcefully snatched from the Police Station where she had sought protection before being brutally clubbed and stoned to death.  

      Describing the event to Compass Direct, David Atabo said the lady had met a group of Muslim youths, shared the gospel with them and gave them some tracts to read. “As soon as the woman left, some Muslim elders standing by sought to know from the youths what the woman told them.  When they learned that the woman had preached to the youths, they claimed she insulted the prophet of Islam, Muhammad, and directed that [she] must be killed. Thereafter, hundreds of Muslims were mobilized into the streets to track [her] down. They caught up with her around the River Gurara area and started beating her, but the police rescued her and took her into protective custody at the Izom police station.  The restive mob stormed the premises, demanding that the woman be released to be stoned to death in accordance with sharia (Islamic) law or else they would burn down the police station. 

      “The police, realizing that the Muslim crowd was overwhelming, smuggled the woman through a back door to escape with her, but the Muslims blocked all escape routes, and at this point the police abandoned the woman to save their lives,” Atabo recounted. “She was clubbed to death….”  Both Daniel Mazuri and Rev Tanko Madaki of the Evangelical Church of West Africa (ECWA) confirm the story and suggest that the Muslims were seeking to ignite a religious crisis in Izom. www.compassdirect.org/en/newslongen.php?idelement=4451
       However this news item came out with a completely different flavour in the secular newspapers – always careful to avoid the wrath of the adherents of the so-called religion of peace.  For instance,The Punch (the newspaper which claims the widest circulation in Nigeria), had the story tucked in at a corner in the inside pages, under the Crime Section.  Though affirming that an “unidentified woman was dragged out of the police station in Izom where she had been taken to for protection”, and that the woman was clubbed and stoned to death by “youths, suspected to be Islamic fundamentalists”, the report nevertheless strove to give the impression that the lady was a kind of street lunatic who had been sent to drop “letters in a mosque … abusing Prophet Mohammed”.  It is of course, totally illogical that hundreds of young adults will be so bent on killing a street lunatic – to the extent that “the divisional police officer of the station and an inspector of police [who gallantly tried to save the young lady from the determined Jihadists] … were seriously wounded”. Nevertheless, the state governor was quoted as describing this faithful 20 year old Christian evangelist as “said to be insane”, while Mr Ernest Ibhaze, state Commissioner of Police who was nowhere near the scene described her as  a “mentally retarded” lady who was clubbed down for distributing “seditious pamphlets”! (See Punch June 29, pg 6).  This is indeed the classical adding insult to injury story!

      Meanwhile, one wonders why David Atabo could not call a press conference in his capacity as chairman of CAN to at least document the true story; or even pass a report to the national body of CAN for further action. Or has Nigeria degenerated to India, where for instance two Christian women were raped on May 28 in Nadia, (Madhya Pradesh state), but no one could dare speak about it following the threat by the Hindu headman  to expel from the village, anyone who breaches the subject to the police!  See that story at www.compassdirect.org/en/newsen.php?idelement=4410
Again in Nigeria, 3 Christians killed  by “Taliban” Militias

The Christian village of Kumutu, in Taraba State has witnessed the resurgence of the Al Sunna Wal Jamma group, a.k.a Talibans.  According to a report by Release International, 3 members of the Christian Reformed Church were killed when the militia attacked early July, while 30 others were wounded, 4 of them very critically. [Release International, July 5, 2006. Also, http://www.worthynews.com/christian/three-killed-as-nigeria-taliban-fighters-attack-christian-village/]

Worldwide satanic angst against the Gospel

The reality of the offence of the Gospel is being demonstrated daily all over the world.  In the US, a youth pastor was roughened up, arrested and handcuffed while sharing his Christian faith one-on-one with receptive shoppers at a mall in June (WorldNetDaily, June 24, 2006); while a group of 50 pro-Israel Christian tourists who strayed into the ultra-Orthodox neighborhood of Mea She'arim in Jerusalem came under fierce stoning and clubbing attacks for their perceived evangelical nature. 3 of the tourists and a police officer were wounded in the attack.

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/pages/ShArt.jhtml?itemNo=732437&contrassID=1&subContrassID=7
    In the less democratic setting of Central Asia, the manifestation of the anti-Gospel forces is of course more calculated. Already, nations like  Sri Lanka (see last edition), India, and Uzbekistan http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=777  have legislated against religious conversions while similar  ruptures are coming from Tajikistan (www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=795), and Krgyzstan (www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=729).  To the glory of God, the Church under persecution however has remained unperturbed.  Accused of preaching the gospel with a view to encouraging those who wish to convert to Christianity to do so, Pastor Zhakipov of the 10,000 member protestant Church of Jesus Christ in Kyrgyzstan conceded: "We really do preach to people,….It is our duty as Christians and it is not forbidden by Kyrgyz law."  At least for now!

In CHINA: Pastor Zhang Rongliang Sentenced to 7½  Years in Prison 
One of the most prominent Chinese House Movement leaders, Pastor Zhang Rongliang, has been sentenced (July 4, 2006) to seven and a half years in prison The 55-year old pastor whose church networks comprised of more than 10 million members is being jailed for "attaining a passport through cheating" and with "illegal border crossing" both associated with his international travels to attend world mission conferences for which, of course, no official travel documents would have been issued!    Let’s pray the on-going international outcry will lead to a mitigation of the jail terms handed over to this saint of the most high God. More details in www.persecution.com/news/index.cfm?action=fullstory&newsID=439
PS.  In China, there are the official churches which are registered and controlled by the state.  The big difference between these and the unofficial so-called House Churches is the evangelical drive of the latter.  Witnessing (the Gospel) is the vital life of Christianity (Rom 1:16); and our faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God is what guarantees our victory over the world 1 Jhn 5:4-5).  To want to compromise on these in exchange for acceptance and easy life is utterly foolish.  Look out for this common thread as the great offence in every persecution story you read! 

THANKS FOR YOUR MAILS

Greetings from Zambia.  Sincere appreciation for the edition of the Church Arise attached to mail.  May the Lord keep his anointing fresh in your life.  Thanks.

[Pastor] Johnson Odesola, Zambia

I read the May-June series of [CA!], and I found many wonderful things that I can benefit from.  So I would like you to supply those magazines for me as they come because I love to read  them to know facts of this life.

Moses KC, Ile-Ife

I thank the Lord for the ... newsletter [CA!].  The Lord’s blessing will continually be showered on your ministry for sifting out the news of the Kingdom from around the globe.  Please, accept the attached cheque as my own contribution towards your ministry.

Emmanuel Bamidele Bada, Akure

CHURCH ARISE NEWS

Library Upgrade: A substantial gift from a Nigerian family in England has not only translated to additional excellent resources (rare books and DVDs) for our Library, it is also enabling us to give the Library a face-lift.  Many people are not aware that the primary anchor ministry for Church Arise! LivingWater Ministries is really the Library.  Our newsletters and seminars can only arouse your interest and challenge you to go to the depths of the important subject matters through materials available at the Library.  All our services remain free, but registration (also free) is mandatory before materials can be borrowed away from the Library.  Anytime you are in Ile-Ife, be sure to check us up at No 7, Conference Centre, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.

With internet facilities now becoming commonplace in most areas of Nigeria, CA! is beginning to place more attention to its web presence.  A wonderful Nigerian family in Scotland has continued to sponsor our website, www.ChurchArise.org for almost three years now.  Please pray along with us that God will raise up for the ministry a webmaster to manage and maximize this vital resource.  We sometimes post some of our articles or editions of CA!, to the site for Christian writers around the world, Online Archive  (www.onlinearchive.org).  We are pleased to note that two of  the postings from CA! are currently among the top 10 most-read articles, of  the over 1,000 articles posted to date on this quite popular site.  Three others of our postings are on the top 30 list.

An anonymous saint dropped in the editor’s office at work, a hand-crafted version of the hymn “I love Thy Kingdom, Lord”  by Timothy Dwight.  A verse in the highly challenging hymn reads: “For her [the Church] my tears shall fall, For her my prayers ascend; To her my cares and toils be given, Till toils and cares shall end.”  This certainly describes our own passion too here at CA! Readers may check a version of the hymn at http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/i/l/ilovethy.htm.  Dear “Servant of Christ”, thanks a lot for this thoughtful and highly encouraging sharing!

Chick literature, comprising of comics, tracts and books are highly loaded with materials which expose the devil’s moves - both within and outside the Church in these last days.  Due to the not surprising wide berth many Christian bookstores are giving to these materials –(they are incompatible with most of the other stuffs these stores put up for sale!), we have been led to participate in their strategic marketing.  We give God the glory for the steady grounds these materials continue to gain. Due to current and projected demands, 20 copies of the classic book, New Age Bible Versions by G.A. Riplinger have been ordered and will soon be in Ile-Ife.  You can call Mr Abraham Afolabi (08053630435) or Mrs Joanna Ojo on (0805 710 6403) to pick your copy of this or any other Chick material.

Creation Science Club

There is nothing hidden that will not be made known.  How true this statement of the Lord is proving to be in these last days, particularly on the subject matter of Creation Science, confirming the integrity of the Holy Bible and showing the utter bankruptcy of the much-touted evolution theory in discussing the important question of Origins.  If you would like to be acquainted with the facts and the resources available; or possibly you would like to start a Creation Science Club in your University, please call Dr Joshua Ojo at 0805 723 7460 for discussion.  

CHURCH NEWS 

Pastor Chuck Smith Discontinues Purpose Driven Materials

At the annual pastors’ conference of the Calvary Chapel, founder and Senior Pastor Chuck Smith has further confirmed the organization’s irrevocable zero-tolerance for the so-called “Purpose Driven” and “Emergent Spirituality” movements (see last edition).  He has therefore asked that those Calvary Chapel pastors who were going in the direction of the emerging church should no longer call themselves Calvary Chapel churches.  Sadly, this include Pastor Smith’s own son, Pastor Chuck Smith jnr, who seems to be currently grossly entangled in the new emergent movements.  A notice  placed on the Calvary Chapel Distribution website stated that all materials by Rick Warren were being withdrawn: "The teaching and positions of Rick Warren have come into conflict with us at Calvary Chapel. Pastor Chuck has directed us to discontinue this product effective immediately." Go to www.calvaryd.org/assets/uploads/RecallonStorms.pdf for the Recall Notice and Discontinued Items.

         Both Purpose Driven and the Emerging Church promote contemplative spirituality, which is a belief system borrowed from Eastern mystic religions and that is contrary to biblical Christianity. Popular authors such as Richard Foster, Brian McLaren, Rick Warren, Henri Nouwen, Brennan Manning and many others teach contemplative spirituality (also known as spiritual formation).

24-hour Gospel programming now available on RCCG Internet Radio

Surprisingly, many people seem to be yet unaware of the operations of Liveway radio, the media arm of the Redeemed Christian Church of God.  The CEO of what has been described as the “most Spirit-filled channel this side of heaven”, Pastor Solomon Onita promised “to make a remarkable difference in alternative media integration… [and] reach the world with The Goodnews of the Gospel using the latest technolgy via the Internet and Satellite.” There is a special LiveWay “Pastor’s Channel on Demand” facility which offers to broadcast sermons by participating pastors for a world-wide audience over the web at a token fee.  Details of these and other good commercial investment opportunities can be obtained from sonita@rccg.org or at the website http://www.rccg.org
NIGERIA PRAYS

In collaboration with American Worldwide Chaplaincy Association (AWCA), South Korea, the Nigeria Prays organization is holding a  24 hour prayer watch for Nigeria from 12.00 noon July 28 to 12 noon July 29.  The theme is: Stand before me in the gap and occupy till I come (Ezekiel 22:30, Luke 19:13)    Virtually all the bigwigs of the Nigerian Church are slated as speakers.  Nigeria Prays is chaired by former Nigerian Head of State, General (Dr) Yakubu Gowon GCFR and coordinated by Rev (Dr) Moses Aransiola.  Venue of the Prayer meeting is the Redemption Camp, Km 45, Lagos/Ibadan Express Way. You too can participate!  Further enquiries may be directed to: nigeriapraysorg@yahoo.com, 09-6725706.

Gbile Akanni coming to OAU, 30th July.

To the glory of God, the previously postponed meeting (see Vol 9 No 2) of anointed teacher of the Word, Brother Gbile Akanni has now been firmly rescheduled for Sunday 20th July 2006. Venue is the Oduduwa Amphitheatre of the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.  Time is 5.00 pm.  This is an opportunity too good to be missed by any serious-minded Christian within Osun state and environs.  Bro Gbile will be speaking on: Bring Me a New Cruse.  Gate is free.

APOSTASY

Episcopalians refuse affirmation of Jesus as unique Saviour

       The Episcopal Church of the USA (ECUSA) at its 75th General Convention soundly rejected a proposed resolution that sought to affirm “its unchanging commitment to Jesus Christ as the Son of God, the only name by which any person may be saved… ”  Earlier in the Convention, the Church had also thrown out the call by the rest of the Anglican Communion that ECUSA repents of its policies of ordaining openly homosexual clergy.  Virtue Online reported one of the few faithfuls, Rev Donald Perschall of St John’s Episcopal Church in Centralia, Illinois, leaving the convention hall much shocked and disappointed: "On top of leaving the Anglican Communion, we've decided to leave Jesus Christ behind as well," he lamented.  Another highly placed faithful, Dr. Michael Howell of the Diocese of Southwestern Florida, put it bluntly: "If we cannot affirm the unique salvific power of Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we are no longer a Christian church." (theworldnow.wordpress.com/2006/06/23/episcopals-vote-no-to-affirm-jesus-is-the-only-way-to-god/)
Meanwhile, Many are heeding the “Come ye out of them” Call

   As clearly stated in the Scriptures, end-time pressure is inevitably propelling many otherwise die-hard faithfuls across the barriers created by inertia, heeding the Lord’s call that loyalty be directed primarily at the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and not some man-made apostate organization (See 2 Cor.6:17, Rev. 18:4).

     In response to the various antichrist positions which the Episcopal Church of the USA (ECUSA) is digging into,  one of its key components, the Christ Church, Plano  which “has been a mission of Jesus Christ for the last 21 years” held a specially called session on June 23 and 24.  There, “the Vestry unanimously regretted the departure of ECUSA from biblical truth and the historic faith of the Anglican Communion and therefore declared its intention to disassociate from ECUSA as soon as possible.” 

http://www.speroforum.com/site/article.asp?idcategory=33&idSub=134&idArticle=4209
        Likewise in the Presbyterian Church (USA), a major organization of lay members  (The Presbyterian Lay Committee with a mailing list of 450,000) has issued a statement saying the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) "crossed a critical line of demarcation" in June by allowing local congregations and regional bodies some leeway to install openly gay clergy or lay officers who live with same-sex partners. The statement noted that the conservatives "are not capable of reversing the denomination's plunge into apostasy" any longer - so now they must find a way forward. 
        The Presbyterian Lay Committee statement also denounced the assembly for failing to reject a paper on worship of the divine Trinity that proposes gender-neutral alternatives to the traditional "Father, Son and Holy Spirit."  The alternatives proposed to replace the divine Trinity includes "Mother, Child and Womb" or "Rock, Redeemer, Friend" The statement urged supporters to "explore fellowship with other like-minded Presbyterians," among other steps.

www.christianpost.com/article/20060713/22932.htm
            Also in down-under Australia, the country’s third-largest Christian denomination, the Uniting Church, is being rocked by its reaffirmation of gay clergy in July.  A group to be launched in October under the name of The Assembly of Confessing Congregations has decided that though they will still remain within the Church and maintain dialogue until absolutely pushed out, “we will.. not focus our energy on trying to change them” any longer. http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/gay-clergy-split-uniting-church/2006/07/13/1152637810677.html
        Not all churches are tackling the issue of apostasy and corruption with civility as reported above however.  In the Springfield, Illinois diocese of the catholic church, tired about widespread predatory homosexuality among the clergy, two teenage boys simply chose to beat up the chancellor in a park after he had solicited them for sex.  http://www.speroforum.com/site/article.asp?idcategory=34&idSub=127&idArticle=4362
ETHICS, MORALITY, EDUCATION

Homosexuals seek special minority right status in UK, US, everywhere!

The UK is currently working on a new law which will make it illegal for anyone who provides goods, services, facilities, premises, education or public functions to someone else, to discriminate against that person on the grounds of their sexual orientation.  Expected to take effect, if it passes, from October this year, the Sexual Orientation Regulations (SOR)  will therefore, for instance, make it  illegal for a Christian couple providing bed and breakfast in their residence to refuse a homosexual and his partner a bed even if they also refused an unmarried heterosexual such a facility.  Likewise, Churches who hire out their hall to local groups will not be able to refuse letting out such halls for homosexual events. For more details and examples, go to www.christianconcernforournation.co.uk, www.lawcf.org 

  Exactly the same kind of law is being pushed in the US, and strange enough, seems to have the  support of the strongly pro-family Focus on the Family ministry. (see www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/111/22.0.html)
In Belgium, "Youths" Kick Man to Death on Crowded city Bus 

In the afternoon of Saturday June 24, a 54 year old man was kicked to death by six "youths" on a crowded bus near Antwerp's Central Station.  The “youths” had got on Bus 23 in Antwerp and began to intimidate the 40 people on the bus.  Father of two Guido Demoor unwisely asked the “youths” to calm down “whereupon they turned on him, savagely beating and kicking the man” reports the Brussels Journal.  If Demoor had hoped the other people on the bus would intervene, he made a fatal misjudgement.  At the next stop thirty passengers fled the bus! The “area boys” kept beating Demoor till the poor man died.  The Brussels Journal indicate this was by no means a novel incident, and that violence on public transport has become a fact of life in Belgium – both in rural and urban locations. http://www.brusselsjournal.com/node/1130/print
     In a similar event in Nigeria, Archbishop Chibuzor Okpoko of the Methodist Church, in Onitsha was attached at home by over fifty “youths” who left him in a pool of blood on the allegation that he had reported the local thugs to the police during the sad Onitsha crisis.  The man of God says he has forgiven them.  www.vanguardngr.com/articles/2002/headline/f101072006.html

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

War erupts in Middle East.  Coming next, Antichrist peace plan!

The Hezbollah bit more than they can chew with their killing and abduction of some Israeli soldiers in June.  Rather than the expected negotiation and exchange of thousands of captured guerillas for the Israeli soldiers as it happened the last time Israeli soldiers were abducted, Israel responded with a massive military offensive directed at totally paralyzing the guerilla organization.  True to type, the United Nations, rather than condemn the unprovoked military action by a group that is a de facto member of government of a recognized state on another nation, most of the condemnation has been pouring on Israeli who is being accused of “overwhelming response”.  In other words, Israel must play the script written by her avowed enemies designed to lead to her ultimate destruction.

    The peace treaty to follow this war might as well be the one to be mediated by the antichrist! (See Dan 9:27)

North American Union Emerging

Under the Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America, US, Canada and Mexico have formed committees whose full terms are not known to the legislature in the 3 countries. They are being run by the Executives and there are increasing discomfort among the countries as to the ultimate intention.  Many now see secret efforts to scrap the dollar (for an Amero), end the sovereignty of the nations and form a EU-style merger.  [www.crf.org/content/publications/attachments/NorthAmerica_TF_final.pdf]

 The Bilderbergers is one of the secret One World government advocates and they had their annual meeting in Ottawa Canada in June.The Bible predicts a One world government at the end of the days, which will be based on 10 federating units, but centred in Europe (Roman empire).  The various blocs of the world are rapidly moving towards this scenario.  In Africa, the unit is the African Union.  See Rev. 17:17, Dan 2:44

UN schemes to get own Army 
Among his recommendations for future UN reforms, Secretary General Kofi Annan has called for the creation of a rapid-response peacekeeping force. Following combined efforts between several new age organizations a detailed proposal for a UN rapid deployment force called the UN Emergency Peace Service (UNEPS) is now ready (text at: http://www.globalactionpw.org/uneps/UNEPS_PUBLICATION.pdf)  They envision a standing UN army that could "take action to prevent war and dire threats to human security and human rights" within a period of 48 hours.  Furthermore, the troops are to remain completely under the auspices of the United Nations and which can be deployed by the Secretary General without his first seeking the approval of the Security Council or the General Assembly.  Of course these are blatant precursor for global governance!  More details at: www.khouse.org/enews_article/2006/1086/print/
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Young Age of the Earth now conclusively proven, scientifically

An international team of highly credentialed scientists under the auspices of the Institute for Creation Research, San Diego, USA has produced fresh hard-to-controvert evidences proving  that the earth is just a few thousand years old, rather than the previously much-touted billions sold to the scientific community by evolution-inspired folks.

      The Radioisotopes and the Age of The Earth (RATE) research which lasted 8 years first documented the well-known fact that current scientific methods of assessing ages of rock (and by extension that of the earth) consistently disagree, often by several millions of years, depending on the radioisotope being used.  However all these radioisotopes also generate the noble gas helium.  Based on the same scientific principles, and using helium to determine the age gives a consistent young age for the earth. 

        Furthermore in the same research, diamond from deep core of the earth were found to contain considerable quantity of radioactive carbon C-14.  This would have been virtually impossible were the earth to be even a hundred thousand years old.  And the old argument of these C-14 being contamination is clearly untenable since diamond is the hardest substance on earth and can therefore not be contaminated externally!  These results, and others equally as convincing, are the de facto death-blow to the theory of evolution.  This satanic theory has managed to survive over the years, even in the absence of any mechanism as to how evolution could have happened, by appealing to the availability of “unimaginably long period of time” during which it could somehow have happened.  This time is now proven to be definitely not available!

        Though highly qualified scientists in their own rights, the RATE team contracted out most of their critical measurements to the best reputable laboratories in the world to make the results beyond any reasonable criticism.  The results are presented in the book Radioisotopes and the Age of the Earth – Results, The Technical Book.  Church Arise! has taken delivery of a popular presentation of these facts in  DVD titled: Thousands, not billions.  Any body wishing to arrange for the showing of this presentation to their audience (Church, school group, professional group, etc) are welcome to contact us.

Human transmission of bird flu confirmed, less virulent strain emerges

The bad news is that the first laboratory confirmed case of human-to-human transmission of bird flu has now been announced by the World Health Organization in an Indonesian family.  The good news, however, is that contrary to previous speculations, the mutated human-transmissible virus is not more readily passed among humans.  In fact the WHO has been following 54 neighbors and family members who lived near the family where the human transmissible virus was found, and none have so far contracted the virus. http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/06/23/news/flu.php
TOPICAL ISSUE CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE: MICROCHIPS

The unstated fact is that such reprogramming can be done remotely which implies that when implanted within a human body, the chip can be reprogrammed without the awareness or consent of the implanted person! 

      Alerts from Christian ministries have made microchip implants to remain not as popular as the marketers would have loved, and newer hypes or coercive measures are constantly being dreamt up, to force the chip beneath people’s skins. Recent examples include the decision by Insurers Horizon Blue Cross and Blue Shield of New Jersey, teaming up with Hackensack University Medical Center, to implant 280 patients regularly treated at the hospital with a [Verichip] microchip, ostensibly to allow emergency room personnel to retrieve their medical record in the case of any of them losing the ability to communicate.  http://www.usatoday.com/tech/news/techinnovations/2006-07-16-medical-implant_x.htm?POE=TECISVA.  This is a pilot programme, and we can expect very soon that medical insurance premiums will become a sharp function of whether you agree to receive an implant or not!


In similar recent developments, five Puerto Ricans with Alzheimer’s disease have been implanted with [Verichip] microchips and four hospitals in the country have signified they will begin using the chips routinely as from August.  To date, over 2,500 people worldwide have had the chip implanted in them for medical reasons – not including those who get it for other reasons: such as a Cincinnati surveillance company which requires employees to get implants before they could enter secure rooms, or those in the Mexico attorney general’s office who get theirs as a measure of personal security.  A new dimension is the proposal on US national TV by Mr Scott Silverman, chairman of the Board of VeriChip Corporation that immigrants and guest workers to the US be required to be tagged by his company’s microchip implants! www.livescience.com/scienceoffiction/060531_rfid_chips.html
         To become the Mark of the Beast and be used for surveillance purposes, it must be possible to establish remote (wireless) links between the implanted microchip and devices at a central Headquarter.  This is facilitated by developments in satellite and internet communication, hence a flurry of activities along that direction.  For instance, a British company, Ubisense is claiming to have developed a way to use RFID tags (microchips) to track human beings and objects to within 12 inches of their locations and beam a real-time 3-dimensional map of it all to computer screens for live monitoring of offices, manufacturing facilities, and even retail stores. What's more, the company touts that its system can be used to automatically train video cameras on selected individuals--even zoom in and out by remote control-- using RFID tags people are wearing or carrying as homing beacons. http://www.freemarketnews.com/Analysis/139/5099/2006-05-31.asp?wid=139&nid=5099.. Another deve-lopment along that line is the decision by the city of Chicago to provide city-wide wireless internet access, turning the city into “the world’s largest Internet café” http://www.breitbart.com/news/2006/05/31/060531164234.5yok2arv.html
       However, all the developments being highlighted here are to be considered as rudimentary.  There is still a long way between voluntary implantations of the microchip, and the ultimate mandatory Mark of the Beast.  Despite the assurances that the implantable devices are absolutely problem-free, the facts on ground tell a different story.  Recently, security researches have shown how easy it is to infect a RFID tag with a computer virus and that the technology is highly vulnerable to malicious hackers http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4810576.stm.  In fact, there seems to be no end to the problem of computer security as earlier in July, the  Washington Post reported that “a government consultant, using computer programs easily found on the Internet, managed to crack the FBI's classified computer system and gain the passwords of 38,000 employees, including that of FBI Director;”     (www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/05/AR2006070501489_pf.html) while the US State Department also reported a “large-scale computer break-ins worldwide over the past several weeks in which sensitive information and passwords were stolen” (www.breitbart.com/news/2006/07/11/D8IQ2R002.html).      However, it is precisely these security problems and other shortcomings that is leading to even more massive investments in the developing the implantable microchip into such a secure product, which might as well become mandatory for all to subscribe to.  The big news recently is the commitment of the EU to fast-track the process through the €7,5 million Bridge-Project.  Involving a consortium of 31 global organizations,  “The Building Radio frequency IDentification solutions for the Global Environment (BRIDGE)” project “will transform RFID from being an identification technology into providing an EPCglobal based product information network” (http://www.autoidlabs.org/single-view/dir/article/1/226/page.html).  For details of the BRIDGE project, visit www.bridge-project.eu 

         But what is all the hoopla about these developments which are obviously making life considerably safer and more comfortable for mankind?  Afterall, every technological and scientific advancement has always come with a price tag!  The problem is that the price tag for receiving the benefits of a microchip implant is nothing but your very soul.  That’s too heavy a price!  This link is again recently demonstrated by the report that on Wednesday July 12, a “paralyzed man using a new brain sensor has been able to move a computer cursor, open e-mail and control a robotic device simply by thinking about doing it”.  Using the human thought to control devices is actually not a new development, and we have reported several of such in the past.  One fact clearly demonstrated by these reports is the clear link between the implanted chip and the human mind. In the context of the current report, Professor John Donoghue of Brown University in Rhode Island affirms that "This is the dawn of major neurotechnology where the ability to take signals out of the brain has taken a big step forward. we have the ability to put signals into the brain but getting signals out is a real challenge. I think this represents a landmark event". (Reuters, July 12, http://today.reuters.com/news/newsarticle.aspx?type=technologyNews&storyID=2006-07-12T172407Z_01_L12711624_RTRUKOC_0_U).   
      In other words, the ability to put signals (thoughts) into people via an implanted chip has long been achieved, and current efforts are to be able to decode, remotely, the thoughts going on within such an implanted fellow.  Experts all concede that the current developments are taking mankind to the point where retrieval of thoughts from people can be done quickly and efficiently enough to become “clinically viable”

          The promoters of the microchip technology are very much aware of all these links and without any doubt, the ultimate goal they have is to achieve a total mind-control over all inhabitants of the earth.  This is why the issue of microchip implant becomes a spiritual issue.  The Bible clearly warns that anyone who takes the Mark of the Beast is doomed forever (Rev 14:11).  All the current mad rush towards mandatory implantation of the microchip are veritable signs of the end times. 

EXHORTATION: IGNORING MOCKERS AND SCORNERS

       One group, the fellow who is destined for greatness must be prepared to deal with is mockers.  If you must move from your present location to where God wants you to be, you must define your relationship with scorners.  To scorn is to show strong contempt toward something or someone.  Similarly, to mock is to make fun of something or someone, to ridicule or mimic something or someone contemptuously.  

    “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts” (2 Peter 3:3).  Be prepared.  People will mock at your faith.  Are you living in the fear of God and in expectation of the rapture?  Men will mock at you.  If they mocked at believers some 2000 years ago, they will mock at you today.  They will say, “People have been saying Jesus is coming for thousands of years but up till now He has not come.”  They will tell you it’s the white man’s gimmick to subdue the rest of the world.  You have to brush such mockers and scorners aside and firmly root your faith in Christ.  They are out on a satanic assignment to derail your faith.  If you let them sow seeds of doubts into you, you will not take daily holy living serious any more, which may make you ill-prepared for this most unannounced event.

Pastor Enoch A. Adeboye

[Culled from Open Heavens, A daily guide to close fellowship with God.  Vol 6, 2006.  (Tuesday 7th March, 2006.)]  

TOPICAL ISSUE:
On-Going Advances In Microchip Implantation Hastens Mankind’s Rendezvous With The Mark Of The Beast
The Mark of the Beast, predicted in Rev. 13:16 is right upon us, a veritable sign of the imminence of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The journey towards getting every human being to accept the Mark into their bodies has been lined with stealth and deception so that many are totally oblivious to glaring facts!  May the Lord use this article to rouse up the slumbering.


The historical starting point for the implantable microchip idea is the hype about the need for secure, hassle-free positive identification.  Biometry, based on either the fingerprint or iris scan became the norm.  The result is the wide acceptance of the practice of submitting one’s body for interrogation via high tech gadgets – a practice which used to be exclusively associated with criminals.  Extensive push to popularize biometry is still on-going worldwide.  Recent examples include the application of fingerprint scans to fight truancy in schools in Britain www.silicon.com/publicsector/0,3800010403,39160382,00.htm
or the demand by the Scandinavian airline (SAS) that “all Swedish domestic passengers…. will have to give their fingerprints at checking in” as a security measure.  www.thelocal.se/article.php?ID=4187&date=20060627.  In most countries, including Nigeria, international flights already require biometry data being taken.


With the wide acceptance of the practice of routinely presenting one’s body for high-tech scanning, many people see the cross-over to using scanners to read not just the natural biometric information, but information from devices previously implanted (like medical prosthesis) a mere short step.  What is involved however when microchips are implanted in the human body, is indeed a giant leap!  This is because the  microchip is really a miniaturized computer and is able to carry out a wide array of applications.    A recent article describing the about-to-be introduced Australian smart card boasted that the new microchip-impregnated card will replace “the old green Medicare magnetic-strip swipe card and up to 20 other Department of Human Services cards and vouchers”  When a British e-government expert observes that a smartcard combining so many applications will quickly become a “honey pot” for fraudsters who will stop at nothing to hack it, the industry reply, as expressed by Mr Hartmann of Unisys is that “smartcards can be reprogrammed to upgrade security”.
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2006/06/12/1149964442098.html?page=fullpage#contentSwap1
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WHY PREACH THE GOSPEL?


Carnal men question why one religion should encourage an official policy of seeking to convert adherents of other religions, seeing this as an avoidable cause of tension.  The panacea of the Vatican-led inter-faith movement panacea for the dousing of religious tension is that Bible-believing Christians should "heal themselves from the obsession of converting others!”  � HYPERLINK "http://www.hinduamericanfoundation.org/media_press_release_wcc.htm" \t "_blank" �http://www.hinduamericanfoundation.org/media_press_release_wcc.htm�.  The truth however is that no man but the Holy Spirit can convict or convert people to Christianity.  Our own responsibility is to show the way of life and rest to those who are direly in need of it.  This surely cannot be forced on people who feel they don’t want it.  To however keep the wonderful knowledge about the Life available through Jesus Christ to ourselves is like keeping good medicine away from a dying man.  We may never do that, no matter how desperately the enemy instigates persecution.  In the word of the Apostle Paul, “Woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16)
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